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ABSTRACT
THE FGLLOWING IS_THE FULL TEXT OF THIS DOCUHENT'

part1cu1ar have increased in recent years. A contr1but1ng factor is

that organized groups; determined to reform Society by imposing their
values on others; insist that textbpoks and other ediucational
materials reflect their views. Whether educators agree or disagree.
with_concerns expressed by. critics, they must act responsibly. When

challenges arise, school officials should bear in mind that.education

is governed by the public because it fulfills an 1mportant publzc

purpose. They should recognize the value of citizen partxcxpatxon and

respect the right of parents to shape their children’'s schooling. At

the same time, qucggogs should insist that, as in other fields,
professional judgment must not be compietely subservient to. the

popular will. Educators' primary allegiance must be to_ the. 1ntegrity

of knowledge and the welfare of students. The Association for

Superv:sxon and Gurfxcpium Devéiopment affirms that: Parents and .

curriculum and materials. School Systems should have well~ defined

procedures by which concerns can be communicated to school officials
and responded to promptly, thoughtfully, and courteously. Adoption of
such procedures is based on the presumption that some complaints may
be valid; that decisions about choice_or use of materials are
ptbpétly subject to reconsideration. The best hope for a sound
decision when material§ are guestioned is through use of a
predeterm1ned process that ensures thorough consideration of the
issues by an objective group. Actions by individuals~--whether

citizens or educators--that c1rcumvent such deliberations are a

threat to individual liberty and democratic process. Materials should

always be evaluated in reference to educational criteria formulated

in advance of any part1cular controversy. As stated by the United

States Supreme Court in Pico vs. Island Trees, materials must never

be removed or restricted for the purpose of suppressing ideas.

--Approved by ASCD Executive CounC11 October 1982. (Author)
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onﬂicts over schools in general and_curriculum and materials"in
pamcular have increased in recent year$. A contnbutmg factor is that
rorganized groups, determined to reform society by imposing their

.values on others, insist that textbooks and other educational materials

. Whether educators -agree or dlsagree wlth _concerns expressed by

Wrmcs, they must act responsibly. When Challenges_arise, school

vofficials should bear in mind that education is governed by the public
-because it fulfills an important public purpose. They should recognize
thgfvfalﬁqegffgtnﬁzﬁeq participation and respect the right of parents to
,shape their children’s schooling. .
At the same time, educators should insist that; as in other’ fields'
lp%ofess:onal judgment must not be completely subservient to the
bpopular will, Educators’ primary-allegiafice must be to the integrity of
hknowledge and the welfare of students: .. -
- The_Association for Supervnsuon and Gurncumm Bevelopment af-
gﬁr’m’s that: . ... .
e Parents ‘and Utﬁbe;ftjtigejjsf hgvfe/the right esponSIbility to
-express their views about the. merlts and appropnateness of publlc

Uschool curriculum and materials. e
3@10 School :systems should have weli def‘ ed procedures

.concerns can be communicated to school officials and responded to

?promptly, thoughtfully, and courteously.

#® Adoption of such procedures is based on- t e'presumption hat'
,sonﬁe complaints may be valid; that decisions aboiut chouce or use of

4matenals are properly subject to reconsideration, g
g & The best hope for a sound decision when materials are questloned

s through use of a predetermined process that ensures thorough.

iconsideration of the issues by an objective group. Actions by individ~-

Quals—whether citizens or educators—that circumvent such delibera-:
taons are a threat to individual liberty and democratic process:. g
5 ® Materials should always be evaluated in reference to educatlonal

;criteria formulated in advance of any particular controversy., - ey

#¢ ® As stated by the United States Supreme Court in Pico vs: siand
‘Treeslfmfagegajsmust never be removed or restricted for the purpose

‘of suppressing ideas. —-Approved by ASCD Executive Council, October
11982
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